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Welcome to Camp Kindness!

Kindness is such an important part of our school community. Being kind to others makes you feel 
good, and improves the quality of the learning environment. Make someone's day by being kind!

Principal's Message
One of my goals every year is to try and picture how instruction and learning looks through the eyes 
of our students. Are the directions easy to understand? Is the lesson engaging and does it provide 
enough rigor? However, I keep coming back to “are the students excited about learning”. We realize 
that virtual learning has been a learning process for us all. Nevertheless, when I visit classrooms 
and our Online Access Center, I see students fully immersed in learning. I see excitement in both 
our teachers and our students. This week I have witnessed virtual scavenger hunts, class 
discussions and students engrossed in their teacher’s instruction. As we transition into this new 
learning environment, I cannot be more excited myself to see all of the great work we can do 
together to educate our children. May this momentum and feeling continue throughout the year!



Mrs. Gray

Schedule for the Week
As a reminder, this will be our first full week of school. For elective classes, "A" days will be on 
Monday and Wednesday, and "B" days will be on Tuesday and Thursday. 

Electives will alternate on an A Day, B Day schedule

Electives will alternate on an A Day, B Day schedule



Electives will alternate on an A Day, B Day schedule

Electives will alternate on an A Day, B Day schedule



First Week Success!

7th grade math teacher, Ms. Taggart, celebrates perfect attendance during second period on Thursday.

Chromebook Technical Support

If you require technical support for your chromebook, please call 804-557-3051. There is also a 
Virtual Helpdesk for students for Grades 6-8.

Schoology and PowerSchool Support

If you need a parent Schoology account, please email Stephanie Wright at 
swright@nkcps.k12.va.us. 

If you need help with PowerSchool, please email Kelly McWhorter at kmcwhorter@nkcps.k12.va.us.

They will both be more than happy to assist!

School Nutrition News

https://nkms.on.spiceworks.com/portal_registrations
mailto:swright@nkcps.k12.va.us
mailto:kmcwhorter@nkcps.k12.va.us


Starting September 8, 2020 on the first day of school, New Kent School Nutrition Department will 
continue feeding students of the New Kent School system through the 2020-2021 school year. At 
this time the meal service will be based on your financial status. If you qualify for free or reduced 
meals, meals will be free.  We are waiving the reduced fees this year to support our families during 
this pandemic.  Meals will be available for a cost of $22.50, which includes five days of breakfast 
and lunch. 

You can pick up your student’s meals at George Watkins Elementary or New Kent Middle School.  
We will accommodate all your students at one location. We are also able to deliver meals to those 
families who are not able to pick up.  Menus will be posted on our website under the “For Parents” 
tab, select “School Nutrition Services”.
Once a week meals can be picked up at either location during the times listed:

George Watkins Elementary School
Tuesday 3:30 pm – 5:30 pm or  Wednesday 7am – 9:30am 

New Kent Middle School
Tuesday 1:00pm – 3:00pm or Wednesday 8am – 10:30am

Please call 804-966-8508 or email LSmith@nkcps.k12.va.us with questions including other times for 
pick up or delivery options.
Bring your student’s ID number and drive to the side parking lot at GWES, next to the bus loop, or to 
the back parking lot at NKMS.  There will be signs to guide you. Cafeteria staff will ask for your 
student numbers (they do not need to be in the car with you) and we will place meals in your car.  
There is no need to exit your vehicle.  
Our hope is to provide nutritious, delicious meals that your students will enjoy and help add normalcy 
to their day in these unprecedented times. 
Thank you!

Leslie K.B. Smith, SNS

Free and Reduced Lunch Application in English

Free and Reduced Lunch Application in Spanish   

Attendance

Student attendance will be tracked daily during each class throughout the day. Students must 
demonstrate “meaningful interaction” in the respective class to be considered “present.”  
The following is a list of meaningful interactions:

Presence and/or participation for a synchronous (live) online lesson
Login time to a learning management system (Example:  Schoology)

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/vZcP3OYNprjImdz13ZDZnw~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRhI-o1P0RSaHR0cHM6Ly9kcml2ZS5nb29nbGUuY29tL2ZpbGUvZC8xbXJtdHRzZ3VZRmVKYXh4UnNSc1JNOHNuUmJ4VU5WV0ovdmlldz91c3A9c2hhcmluZ1cHc2Nob29sbUIKAEi1tkJfoVMt81IVa2dyYXlAbmtjcHMuazEyLnZhLnVzWAQAAAAB
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Activity log on a learning management system
Phone call or realtime online chat
Time-stamp for posts or submissions
Participation in a synchronous online lesson
Demonstrated evidence of engagement with peers for collaborative work
On-topic engagement in a discussion board for an assignment
Engagement on a discussion board
Email or phone call exchange between student and teacher
Submission of task or assignment

If a student is going to be absent from “meaningful interaction” during a school day, this must be 
communicated in accordance with the NKCPS attendance policy to verify the absence. Please 
contact the school to report an absence using the following contact information:

Ms. Kim Gammon, NKMS Attendance Secretary
Phone:  804-966-9655 and press 1 for attendance
Email:   kgammon@nkcps.k12.va.us

School Counseling

Welcome back students! Your school counselors are available Monday through Friday from 8am-
3pm. If you would like to set up an appointment with us  you can send us an email, schoology 
message or fill out the form below.
Please let us know if you are missing a course in your schedule. All students should have four core 
classes: math, English, science and history; one year long or two semester electives and physical 
education. 
Email:
Mrs. Addison (6th Grade): laddison@nkcps.k12.va.us
Ms. Richardson (7th Grade): krichardson@nkcps.k12.va.us
Mrs. Goff (8th Grade): cgoff@nkcps.k12.va.us

Request to Speak With a Counselor

Vaccinations

I know that this school year has presented all of us with many challenges,  but I wanted to let you 
know a few important school enrollment tasks that have not changed and remain important even with 
our switch to virtual learning.
All students are still required, by the state, to submit an updated vaccination record.  
Effective July 1, 2019, a booster dose of Tdap vaccine is required for all children entering the 7th 
grade.  ALL 7th grade students must submit a copy of their Tdap booster vaccine to the middle 
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Kudos!

school. Not having this on file could prevent your student from utilizing the schools internet access 
center.
At this point in time, the DOE is still requiring the annual health screenings for all 7th grade students 
and or any students that are new to the New Kent County education setting.  If your student has 
received a physical exam this year, that includes a vision and hearing screen, then this portion of the 
school screening can be deferred, as long as the physical exam record is provided to the school 
clinic.
Records may be sent to the middle school via fax, personal delivery, or email. All contact information 
is provided below.
Thank you for attention to this matter. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact the 
clinic using the following information:

Bethany Sherman, RN
Phone:  804-966-8552
Fax: 804 -966-2703
Email:   bsherman@nkcps.k12.va.us

Community Course for Parents

The Williamsburg WalMart Academy is offering virtual training to parents and teachers.  It is 
absolutely free!  The goal of this course is to assist parents and teachers in becoming familiar with 
various virtual platforms that may be used to teach students.  The one hour class will be offered on 
Saturday, September 19, 2020, 11am to 12 noon via ZOOM.   (Subject to change depending on 
enrollment numbers)   There will be a questions and answer session immediately after the class to 
answer any questions that participants may have.   Registration is required.  Please see the attached 
flyer for registration information.
We know both teachers and parents have a lot going on.  We want to help.If you have any questions, 
please reach out to us.   
William Shawn Bolan, Academy Facilitator 1
Phone: 757-345-7853
Email: wsbolan.s03219.us@wal-mart.com

News

Please submit news and other information to Mr. Wheeler at fwheeler@nkcps.k12.va.us to be 
included in the upcoming Lion News.

Hot off the Press
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Great job to all of our students for a great first virtual week! It was great seeing new and returning 
students.

Thank you to our ITRT, Ms. Wright for all the technological support she has provided students, 
parents, and teachers. We appreciate you!

Kudos!

A big lion ROAR to all of our teachers for engaging students in the first week back to school! This is 
new territory for all of us, but we will Press On!

7501 Egypt Road, New Kent VA 23124

(804) 966-9655

Fax (804) 966-2703
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